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   Experience the Performing Arts! 

  NEWSLETTER 

PHROG GUARANTEES TO MOVE YOUR FEET! 

The glorious days of an upstate New 

York autumn, your friends and neigh-

bors gathering to celebrate the sea-

son, the simple fun of the humble 

pumpkin, and of course, music! 

What’s not to like about the Cooper-

stown Chamber of Commerce’s annual 

PumpkinFest? It’s a total blast, and 

it’s coming this weekend, Saturday 

and Sunday, September 24 and 25 in 

Cooperstown. 

For the fourth year in a row, the 

Cooperstown Concert Series is spon-

soring a free musical performance on 

Sunday following the Pumpkin Regat-

ta. This year’s featured musical guests 

are the band Phrog. 

Phrog was formed seven years ago 

and has played such local venues as 

the Otesaga Hotel, Autumn Café, The 

Smithy, Hoffman Lane Bistro, Cooper-

stown Blues Train, and the Oneonta 

Summer Concert Series, as well as 

many local clubs and private parties. 

They are primarily a good time band 

that will please even the “hard-to-get-

dancing wallflower,” according to Doug 

Gable, guitarist, a  transplant from 

New York City to Schoharie County. 

Doug got his start playing clubs in 

Greenwich Village and throughout the 

metropolitan area playing all kinds of 

music. At some point, though, he grav-

itated to the blues and roots rock 

“because that’s where it all began—

and I love what I do!” 

John Gillespie also moved upstate, 

from Long Island, where he grew up 

and fell in love with the blues. He plays 

guitar, harmonica and other instru-

ments and is also a vocalist. He has 

toured extensively in the South and 

Midwest with the group Hell Hounds. 

Drummer Jerry Osterhoudt is a life-

long resident of Oneonta, where he 

took up the drums at an early age. Jer-

ry and Doug have played together lo-

cally for more than 20 years, and are 

charter members of Phrog. Jerry is a 

founding member of J.D. Mistress. 

Bass player Bobby Kendall currently 

hails from Troy and is a classically-

trained musician who earned a mas-

ter’s degree in music in Boston. We 

are told not to let the “classically 

trained” description fool us, though, as 

“this boy can ROCK!” 

The newest member of Phrog is vocal-

ist Wendy Slicer, now a resident of 

Oneonta. It has been her passion, and 

a dream come true, to sing in a band, 

and she has the voice and talent of 

someone who has been at it a long 

time. (Her second passion is horses.) 

Phrog performs songs by the likes of 

Muddy Waters, Elvis, Carl Perkins and 

Junior Wells, to name a few, as well as 

a host of originals that are guaranteed 

to make you smile and move your feet! 

  PUMPKINS, FOOD, ALPACAS, CRAFTS, OH MY! 
Cooperstown’s PumpkinFest, begun seven years ago, has become a 

huge event that draws thousands and has gained national attention 

by being featured in the PBS documentary Lord of the Gourds and in 

the History Channel’s Modern Marvels episode “Giant Foods.” The 

partnership with the NY State Giant Pumpkin Growers Association 

and support of the Otsego County Tourism Program have been criti-

cal to PumpkinFest’s success. Saturday’s events take place in Dou-

bleday Field Parking Lot and Sunday’s, including the Regatta, at 

Lake Front Park. Check www.cooperstownchamber.org for the full 

schedule of events and activities for kids of all ages. See you there! 


